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Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
April 28, 1886 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Supt. U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sir: - 


Your letter of the 27th instant in regard to receiving Mr. Cabell Whitehead in your mint 
that he may have the benefit of the practical workings of the Assayer’s and Melter and Refiner’s 
department, prior to entering upon duty at the Boise office, has been received. 


There are a number of instances upon the records of the bureau, (notably in the case of 
the New Orleans Mint in 1878) of persons being sent to your Mint for practical instructions in 
assaying, melting and book-keeping and in computations of bullion values, but they were paid in 
each instance from the appropriations of the institution to which they were to be sent for duty. 


The appropriation for the Boise Assay Office not being sufficient to admit of the payment 
to Mr. Whitehead and not wishing to ask at this late date for a deficiency appropriation and 
regarding it important that he should receive practical instruction in assaying and melting before 
entering upon duty at Boise City, about the Ist of July, I would respectfully suggest that he be 
appointed a temporary Assistant in the Melter and Refiner’s or Assayer’s department of your 
Mint for a period of two months, at a compensation of, say $2.50 per day. 


From the fact that the gold bullion deposited at the assay office at Boise City is forwarded 
to your Mint, it would appear to be of advantage to both institutions for Mr. Whitehead to 
become familiar with the method of melting and assaying as practiced at your Mint. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 


P.S. Mr. Whitehead has already had a special course in assaying at Lehigh University, & scored 
very high in the laboratory course. 


